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The  Printers* 

IT  IS  fome  years  fince  I  received  the  firft  of 
thefe  l.oittcrs  from  a  friend:  fince  which  I 
have  been  frequently  folliciting  him  to  confent 
to  their  being  made  publick,  and  have  very  late- 
ly by  hisfecond  letter  prevailed  with  him. 

The  Subject  is  fo  intcrcfting  to  mankind  in 
Genera!,  that  the  candid  reader  I  truft  will  cx- 
cufe  any  Apology  for  my  offering  them  to  his 
impartial  confideration.  It  is  very  furprizing 
fays  a  late  ingenious  French  Ajathor,  "  that  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  with  fo  much  knowledge 
and  humanityhad  fl'aves  like  the  Barbarians,  in- 
ftead  o^  Domeftics  ;  it  is  ftilL  niorcrfurprizing, 
perhaps,  that  chriflian  nations  with  the  Gofpel 
before  their  Eyes,  fhould  condemn  their  brethren 
in  the  colonies  to  all  the  horrors  of  flavery,be- 
caufe  they  are  black.  The  firft  man,  who  faid  to 
^noihGT,  joujhall  be  myjlave^  fori  amjironger 
thany^u;  mufthave  had  the  heart  of  a  Tygcr. 
But  the  firft  man,  who  faid  to  another,  I  fee  you 
are  poor  ^  if  you  will  receive  your  fubftflance from 
me^youjloall  be  my  domefiic^  madeacontra(it  ufe- 
ful  for  both," 
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IUnderfland  you  have  thoughts  of  being  concern- 
ed in  the  African  flave-trade.  My  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  all  mankind,  and  particular  affeflion 
for  you,  leads  me  at  this  time*to[  write  you  my 
fentiments  upon  ^avery,  and  the'  jflave-trade.-^ 
And  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  excufe  my  thus  med- 
dling In  your  bufinefs,  when  you  confider  1  have-  no 
private  ends  toanfwer.  If  what  I  fhall  offer  upon  the 
fubje(fi,jQiouId  be  thought  of  no  weight,  it  will  only  in- 
terrupt you  a  few  minutes ;  but  if  I  fhould  be  fo  hap- 
py as  to  convince  you,that  however  profitable  the  trade 
may  be  to  fome  adventurers,  yet  that  it  is  contrary  to 
humanity,  chriftianity,  the  intereft  of  the  province,  ajitd 
of  private  families,  I  fhall  not  only  be  IJire  of  your  dc- 
fiiting  from  fo  vile  a  trade,  but  have  great  hopes,  that 
your  example  and  influence  in  this  pUc^will,  in  time,, 
produce  an  a£i  of  government  to  prevent  the  further 

importailoR 
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impoj-tation  of  flavcs  among  us  ;  and  I  can  flatter  my- 
.    fclf,  that  the  example  of  this  proyince  may  iBfluence 
others ;  but  if  not,  we  can  be  glorioufly  fingle. 

Great-Britain,  the  envy  of  the  world,  does  not  per- 
mit a  flavc  on  her  happy  ifland  ;  but  gives  to  every  one 
freedom,  which  ftamps  him  image  of  his  God. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  arguments  for  and  againft 
the  trade,  permit  me  to  contraft  a  Briton  and  a  negro 
Jlavc  in  America,  neither  chargeable  with  any  crime 

^  cognizable  by  the  public-^^^  Briton  has  the  free  difpo- 
fal  of  his  time,  to  employ  it  in  that  way  he  likes  beft  ; 
all  he  gains  by  his  induftry,  he  hath  fo\e  right  to; 
none  of  it  can  be  taken  from  him,  but  by  his  confent ; 

CPL'he  may  marry,  no  man  can  fep^rate  him  from  the  ob- 
ject of  his  afTedlions  ;  his  houfe  is  "his  caftle  ;  none  (un- 
Jefs  he  has  made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  public)may 
intrude  upon  him.  JHappy  Briton  !  The  flav"  has 
neither  command  of  his  time,  nor  choice  of  his  em- 
ploy ;  mufl:  labour  inceflantly  during  his  maftcr's 
pleafure  ;  can  make  no  claim  to  the  produce  of  his  own 

J2^nduftry ;  a  bare  fubfift^nce  is  all  he  receives  ;  and 
th^ne  has  labolrj^  20  years,  and  carri^  his  mafter 
an  eftate,  yet  even  then  he  is  liable  'to  be  fold,  and  of- 
ten is,  for  want  of  employ,  or  for  fear  that  in  his  old 
age hefliould  be  a  burthen  upon  the  wealthy  heirs.  He 
canjmarr^',  becaufe  marriage  is  founded  on fromtfe, 
anaflaves  can  promife  nothing.  They  are  indeed, 
fometimes,  to  pleafe  them,  indulged  a  fliam-marriagc, 
which  is  didblved  again  at  the  mafter's  will,  without 
confuhing  the  flaves'  inclination.  He  is  fold  out  of 
the  country,  and  fo  fhifted  from  hand  to  hand  (if  be 
lives  to  be  old)ytill  he  is  a  burthen,  and  wifhed  out  of 
]ife  to  fave  expence.  Shocking  contraft  I  Whatever 
ends  a  wife  God  may  have  in  permitting  fucb  various 

fortunes 
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fortunes  to  the  children  of  men,  yet  furely  no  man  can 
be  j unified  in  being  inftrumental  of  fuch  hard  fate  lo 
3iny  o£  his  fellisw-creapres.       s  -^ 

Humanity  makes  us  feel  for  the  evils  we  know  any  ) 
of  our  fpecies  labour  under  ;  and  unlefs  hardened  by 
education  or  cuflom,  we  naturally  refent  the  pain  or 
hardfhips  of  others  ;  efpecially,  when  we  fee  them  im- 
pofed  on  innocence  by  the  hand  of  opprefTion,  wh  ch 
is  certainly  the  cafe  of  all  thofe  poor  children,  who* 
are  drag^ from  their  mother's  arms,  and  never  cafe 
the  fweets  of  liberty.  • 

I  ihould   have   thought  none    but    the    harder^ 
wretch  could  have  entertained  a  thought  of  planning  ji 
a  voyage  to  Afric^^ith  defign  to  bring  off  its  in^abi-  / 
tants,    and  curfe  them  with   perpetual  flavery  ;  even 
fuppofing  they  were  in  fome  fort  our  enemies.|®ut     ; 
how  is  it  aggravatecLwhen  we  know  that  the  Africans    / 
are  al^  harmlefs  people,having  never  gone  beyond  their  ♦.v^ 
•own  bounds,  to  trouble  mankind  ;  and  but  for  me  in»   ". 
terruption  from  white  people^mght  enjoy  all  the  fweets   y 
of  a  rural  life,  being  blef?a  with  a   fine  fruitful  foil, 

•  wfeh  yield^^th  fmail  laDS|[r  all  the   neceflaries   o^-y-^J 
life.     This  isthe  people  who^^^  fbme  flrange  fatality^  jj^i 

^are  pitched  upon    by  the  Europeans  for  flavcs^J^nd.      ^ 
'  how  are  they  made  fuch  ?»>i!?t  by  giving  an  open  cnal- 
lenge'to  fight  them,tliatj^  Captivated  on  either  fide  may 
expect  to  be  enflaved.ijthis  would  have  the  appearance 
of  heroifim.  No!  but  thebafeft  means  are  u fed  to  accom- 

*  pllfli  the  bafeft  ^nd.     It^s  well  known  we  have  been      ■. 
a1)  )ve  a  century  pafl:  cro^dini^  our  luxuries  up'-n  ihe      - 
Africans 'j  and  when  the  gold  duft  of  thek  land  could, 
not  fatisfy  us,  they  were  tempted  to  fell  their  brethren, 

t ->  purchafe  our  intoxicating  liquors  and  childilli  toys  f- 
^lus  we  impofed  upon  their  wcaknefs,  and  encouraged 
"^  their 
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/tJieir  barbarit^y  appearing  ready  purchafers  of  their 
people  for  perpetiial  flaves.^  This  trade  for  the  lives 
of  men  being  once  eftabliflied,  has  fet  all  Africa  by 
the  ears.^4^1  honed  induftry  among  them  is  laid  afide 
for  the  more  profitable  bufinefs  of  tr^paning  one  ano- 
ther ;  all  common  confidence  is  deftroyed  ;  and  indeed 
their  natural  affeftions  are  very  much  weaken^  by 
their  immoderate  fondnefs  for  our  luxuries.'^-^\Pray/k.  V 
9 — S|jr,  is  not  this  inhuman  A  in  us  ?4-But  further*  1  find  vJ 
by  the  accounts  of  that  trade,  tnat  when  a  powerful 
"black'^ince  has  collefled^  force  or  artifici^  uwrn-^hl 
ber  of  his  coloiXr,  they  are  oflTe^  to  the  wnites  for 
fale :  then  an  mfpe^ior,  perhaps  a  phyfician,  is  em- 
plo]^3  by  the  purchafers  to  view  the  flaves,  who  arc 
ftrij^ped  oi  every  rag  which  modefty  had  procured, 
and/  male  and  female  handled  in  a  manner  not  to  be 
^  related,  to  fele^l  the  found  in  wind  and  limty^n  their     . 

/choic^hey  pay  no  regard  to  former  conne^HofS^  huf-  y 
band  and  wife  are  parted,  parents  and  children  arc  fe- 
^;3|^ pirated,  the  weakly  wife  will  not  be  taken  to  accom- 
pany the  healthy  husband.  Oh  !  methinks  I  hear  their 
Icreeches,    rending   the  yerj    rieavens,   when   thefe 
•horrid  fcenes  take  place  !  Jhe   unhappy  healthy  are  im- 
mediately hand-tied,  and  tTien^ktwo  and  twoare  yoked  y // 
by  their  necks  like  horfes  for  fhipping,  and  drove  in     ^ 
herds  by  their  maflers   to  the  fea-coaft,  and  ftow/i<j  in 
the  hold  of  a  vedcLj  Owners  aj.e  fb  greedy  of  a  large 
freight,  that  they  cro|d  the  negroes  in  fuch  numbcrs^y 
and  under  fuch  clofe  confinemcnt^le^   they   fliould    ' 
rife,  as'renders  their  paflage  almoft  intolerable.     Upon 
-^ja  moderate  computation^t  is  reckorTa  that  loJ  or   t2, 
'/goo  die  yearly  on  their  paflage,and,in  feafoning,  either 

in 
*  Chambers^s  Di6lionary  obferres,  that  It  is  frequent  for    a 
fon  to  fell  his  father  and  mother  ;  and  parents   their  chil- 
dren, for  a  few  bottles  of^randy,  and  a  bar     ci  lur.. 


-; 
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in  the  fickly  iflands  or  in  the  cold  climates,thofe  that  fur-  ' 
viveare  fi^nd  for  life  to  their  deftinedflavery^-VsJt  is  well 
known  that  the  greatcft  numbeji^y  fai>^f  thefe  mife->/^ 

^""^rable   creatiireyare  fix^  on  the   Weft  India  iflands, 
where  their  fatCin  genera^  fo  extremely  har(J^^s  toVV 
fliock  a  humw^ongue  to^relata^jjjhumane  ear  to  y^f 
hcar.-MXbc^^ey  fpend^^days  in  ^,  in  ^unremitted  la- 
boHf    for   ^heir  mafters,    conftantly  ovc^S^^^^/  ^Y  ^ 
cruel  drivers,  yet  the  mafter   does  not   think  himielf 
obliged  to  provide  food  for  his  flavesi  indee^jie  allows  /w 
them  Sundays  to  till  a  fmall  piece  of  land   for   them- 
felves,  and  carry  the  produce  to  market,  by^ which  they 

6'Xfub(I(L^f  one  day's  labo^  in  a  week  is  fu^ient  to  fop- 
port  a  man  and  his  children,  how  cxcefTiv^hard  is   it 
to  be  obliged  to  work  the  other  fix,    for  mofe  whom 
they  muft  hate  ?  I  need  not  relate  any  particulars  of    ; 
the    unbounded   whippings  which   they  are  expofed 
to,  and  commonly  experienc^pon  every  (light  offence. 
The  leaft  oppofition  difco^^ff3  in  them,  or  attempt  to 
free  themfelves  from  their  n^n^rable  ftat^  fure  and  ^f 
certain  death,  and  that  with  all   the  aggravation  that  ^^ 
cruelty  can  invent^  fuch,  as    ftarving  to  death   in  the  pJ 
midlt  of  plenty,  in  which  ftatej^iag^ejiea^d  gentlemen  ^ 
fay, they  live  in  a  cage  from  7*40-^ days.  Oh!   horrid  !      . 
Pra^^Xjrconfider,  is  it  for  any  moral  cvif  that  this    part  y  / 
of  our  fallow  menjare  thus  extremely  tormented  ?  Can    ^ 


the  ftaleand  flimfy  pretence^at  Africans  iifed  to  kill    yj 
their  captives  before  we  appeaij^  to   buy^m,  juflify   / 
the  hellifh   pra£lice  of  the   prelent  day  PiCven  thor   it       ^ 
fhould  be  granted^^i^t  ^l^af  was  the   fare  of  fome^^for    -y 
without  all  doubt^  n'uch  greater  number   are  no\¥    ^ 
ye  .riy  deftroyed  in  the  extra-wars  occafioned  by    the       ') 
demand  for  flaves. 

The  fliocking  noifome  paiTages,  as  mentioned  above, 

befides 
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befldes  the  felf-miiriBJers  they  are  drove  to  by  defpair, 

fuch  as  (larving,  or  Itrangling  themfelves,  beating  their 

^       brains  agaiuft  the  fhip,  or  jumping  over- board ;  the  (ickly 

climates  to  which  they  are  carr^  ;  the  excefTive  labor 

' '     to  which  the  greateft  part  ai^  drove,  which  we  nmL^ell 

think  vaftly  fhorten^eirdays  :  for  a  flave  of  ^^qyears 

is  fcarce  worth  owning      When  you  take  all  ihefe  cir- 

cumjlances   into  confideration,  I  doubt  not,  \ir.   but 

.    you?ll  be  convince^  that  there  are  more  lives  loft  now 

among  the  Africans  yearly,  than    before  the    prefent 

practice  of  flavery  commenced;  and  that  iheBi^lancc  of 

mifery  is  vaft ly  increaled  againft  them  j  and  all  this  by 

ns^riftians/ 

Nor  do  I  th"nk  that  the  fcandalous  vindication  which 
fome  have  had  the  effrontery   to  offer,   will  fa tisfy  a 
lover  of  truth  and  juftice,  viz.  that  but  for  the  flavc- 
trade,  the  Weft- India  iflands   could  not  be    cultivated 
to  fuch  amazing    profit,^/    ihem  Jink  the n-Hf Others 
have  faid,  that  if  the  flavelrade  was   prohibited,  maay 
gentlemen  of  imm^nfe  fortunes  muft  be  ruiiv3.  i^t 
*!^  them  J  and  Leg.     ^is  more  honolyrable  to  feek  a   fup- 
i'  port  by  begging  than    by,  theft,   as   every  man    does 
who  lives  'by  the  forced   l-.bour  and   privation^^  the 
liberty  of  any  pf  his  feUow-cre-aTures  ;  and  tho.  many 
a  palliative  ha¥€  been  compounded  by  fome,  even  of 
tbe  right  reverend  cierpy>for  the  co;  fcicnces'  of  rhofc 
y-^-^^^hcThave  ^een  troubled*  fn  a  feriou<  hour;  yet  1  be- 
lieve they  have  been  tpo  !!  odeft  to   think   rhem  ftiffi- 
cient  cures   for  fuch  malignant  wounds.     This  leads 
.  /I   mq^r,  ro  addrefs  ycu  as  a  chriftian,  ^cr  fuch  you  apt 
/    pear  to  be  :  and  pray  how  can  this  practice  be  recon- 
f    ciled  with  the  great  law  of  charity,  fo    much  applaud- 
r/    ed   by  all^  viz.  T>o   to  others,  as   ye  would  that  they 
I    Jhould  do  to  you,     I  never  found  a  man  but  was  ftag- 

gered 


gcred  at  that  Iliort  fentence,  when  appi  j'd  to 
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j  / ient  f ubjc£t.  1  know^ndeedthe  great  advamages^is 
y  y  pretended  flavcs  receive,"  by  being  brought  from  a  land  ^ 
of  heathenifh  darkncfs  and  idolatry,  to  a  land  highly 
fav@Jred  with  the  light  of  ihe  glorious  gofpel  ;  and  fo 
bief^  with  the  means  of-falvation.  Bin  let  thofe  that 
appeafe  their  confciences  with  this  fpecious  argnmcnr, 
confider  firft,  that  we  are  not  to  do  evil  rliat  good  may 
come  of  it  :  and  further,  what  a  very  fmali  ^  propor- 
tion of  thefe  poor  tranfportedflaves  have  the  lead  chance 
of  being  benefited  by  chrilVianity.  For  1  take  it,  and 
doubt  not  you  jom  me,  that  it  is  no  breach  of  (^harity 
to  fay,  that  all  thofe  Africans,  whtefer  are  carr^Td  to 
our  Weft-India  iflanJs,  are  carried  from  a  Tand 
of  ignorance  and  innocence  to  a  land  of  glaring 
wickcdnefs,  where  they  have  conflant  examples 
of  every  vice,  and  where  they  are  likely  ^to  be- 
come feven-fold  more  the  children  ofJatan,  than  when 
in  their. native  country.  "•" 

And  as  to  thofe  few  who  are  called  happy  in  being 
brought  into  thefe  ]\orihcrnlCoionie§,  very  liitle  can  b*e  . 
faid  of  the  advantages  which  they  receive,  or  the  im- 
provement they  make  of  it;  for^  from  the  beft  obfer- 
y-f^  vationsthat  I  have  been  able, ^ojq^ke^(  and  I  have  long 
thought  on  the  faWecL)  I  doii\^  believe  there  is  one  in 
jSfn  of  thofe  t^trt-have  had  the  beft  opportuhiry^that 
know  any  more  of  the  chriftian  religion,  except  the 
name,than  their  brethren  now  iaGninea  ;  and  of  thofe 
tEa^  do  know  fomething  more  than  the  heathen,  how 
few  have  we  reafon  to  thmk  are  influenced  by  the  mo- 
tives and  principles  of^ourrholy  religion/ 

B  I 

*  I  ftippofc  I  out  of  t-&  are- carr5^  to,  and  fpcnd  their 
days  in  the  Wefl-Indies  and  Southern  colonies,  where 
thsy  live  in  companies,  and  not  in  private  lui-ullics. 


/  he  ! 
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^  I  rhdll  next  point  you  to  a  few  parages  of  ihatBooK, 
the  injunctions  of  which  we  confefs  to  be  univerfaily- 
binding  upon  all  that  know  them, 

The^ews  were  ftri6lly  forbid  man-ftealitig^  as  in  Exod. 

.  i6.^-rie  that  (leaieih  a  mangand  fellcth  him,  or  if 

be  found  in  his  hands,  he  fhall  ^k  furely  be  put  to 
deaih-^S^s^  know  that  the  Jews  in  tneir  traditions  con- 
fined this  prohibition  to  their  own  nation  ;  becaufe  in 
DeuteroDoniy  24,  &  7.  it  is  faid,  If  any  man  be  found 
dealing  any  of  his  brethren.  Sec,  then  that  thief  fhall 
diCr^VV^ut.evcn  according  to  their  explanation,  they 
held  thaTihc  thief  was  obliged  to  reftorc  the  perfon 
,  ftolcn,  tho^a  flranger,  to  hi«  liberty  again. 

Bur  whatever  didindions  the  Je\^s  made  between 
ihemfclvcs  and  other  nations,  we  know  that  the  wall 
of  partition  has  long  fi nee  been  taken  down,  and  we 
are  taught  in  the  Ojofpel  to  clleem  all  men,  our 
brethren  efpecially,  thofe  who  have  not  injured 
us  In  any  refpc'Cl:,  either  as  a  nation  or  private  perfomi 
0i  this  we  can  not  have  the  lead  doubt,  when  wc  hear 
iTur  Lord  faying  on  the  ^ount,  "  Love  your  enemies, 
*'  biefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate 
*'  you,  &c.  that  ye  n^ay  be  the  children  of  your  Father 
*'  which  isin^caven"-^lf  this  be  fcripture,  or  the 
word  of  God^to  mankind,  and  the  enflavin^a  poor  in- 
nocent teop'e,  in  the  method  now  pra^|a«ed,  be  con- 
uQent  tnerewith,  I  acknowledge  all  my  ideas  o^he 
words  are  confou ndcJ,  and  the  (criptures  arc  wrete  in 
an  unknown  language  ro  me. 

But  if  there  ftill  remains   anv    doubt  in   yonr  mind^^y 
whether  the  writers  of  ihej^gw  ^(lament  had  any,  ref- 
pc(fi:  ro  the  pra.flice  I  am  now  condemning,   pleafe   to    ^ 
read  Sf.  Paul*s  fiRftepiQletoTisr.orhy  i^^hap.  pth^and    v>S 
loihVcf  fes,  in-  wbich^w^/y^^^^Z/V?^ is  placed  inihcmidft 
.  of 
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of-  ^very  black  catalogue  of  vices,  viz.*  Profane,  raur- 
'  d^icrers  of  parents,  whoremongers,  men-jlealers,  lyjfirs 
'aid  perjured  perfons,  &rc.^*a II  which  are  contrary  to 
'  found  do£i:rine*a£Cording  to  the  glorious&)fpeI  of  the 
blt'ffed  God.'-Y^HovV  trifling  mufl:  be  mo.  excufe, 
which  fome,  who  hoid  flaves,  have  made,  viz.  That 
they  are  not  men»ilealerjr,  having  bought  them  with 
-their  money  :  that  they  would  not  be  concerned  in  the 
trade  upon  any  account,  but  feeing  they  are  brought 
here,  and  will  be  fold  to  fomebpdy,  they  may  as  well 
buy  as  others;  they  will  treat^m  as  well  or  better. 
Q\\  !  yg  fools  or  knaves,  fjr  i^  oj^e  q^  thgie  cla0es  I 
thu;ik  yo^  muji  b^  raij^ec^^  reafon  to  be  bfuided 
with  fuch  a  thin  veil  ?  Is  the  moft  valuable  blefTing  in 
Me,  I il^eriy,  to  be  thus  trifled  with  ?-yvVlt  is  moll 
certain^ that  were  there  no  purchafers,  there  would  be 
no  fellers%|^jne  profpe£l  of  a  market  here  and  clfe- 
where.,  to  thofe  wHo  employ  flaves,  is  the  fole  caufe, 
and  conftantfupport,  of  that  ungenerous  and  wicked 
trade.  I  d^^j  conceive  a  whit  odds  between  tlie  mnn 
who  goes  pe^fonally^  and  fieals  a  negro  lad  from  his 
parent^  hut,  in  Guinea,  and  brings  him  here,  and  en- 
ilaves  him  for  life,  and  the  m'anwho  purchafes  one, 
that  others  have  brought  i\ere  ^except  in  the  firfl 
eafe,  fome  degree  of  courage  is  requifite, which  is  valu- 
able in  it;  fjlf^— in  the  latter  cafe  there  is  bafencfs.  ii> 
fi  nnc  meannefs,wkhout  the  fn:idow  of  a  virtue-^v^V  ere  we 
expofed  to  the  fame  curfe,  fliould  not  we  think  tli.it  SU 
the  abettors  of  our  miferyi  were  the  children  of  the 
Jevil,  luffered  by  the  wrath  of  God  to  dwell  on  ^rhe 
PScthjtoAncreafe  the  heav^^  load  of  human  woes  p  Crm 
any  who  are  concerned  in  this  blacky  h^lhflKbnfinpf, 
pjctend  to  thecharui^cr  of  chtiflians  ?tS cai^f  cone' n.ie 
thh  part,  with  )Ut  nuking  the  following  application  f  j 

Ha  any 
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any  one  ihat  'ever  purchafed  a  flave.  Can  you  lay  your 
hand  on  your  bread,  and  declare  in  the  prefence  of^l- 
mighty  God,  that  you  verily  think,  after  the  nioft  iria- 
rureconfideration,  that  in  purchafing  o^^ie  of  the  hu- 
man race  as  innocent  as  yourfclf,  and%Tak]ng  him  fub-  ^ 
iurvient  to  your  fovereign  willy  all  his  days,  without 
a.  chance  of  freedom,  cbai-you  in  no  rcfpcdl  deviate  *^ 
from  that  rule  laid  down  by  Q\\x\^,^:atfoever ye  would 
that  men  (hould  do  to  you^  do  ye  even^Jo  to  them^^  you 

^can  fay  thus^and  think  you  fliall  be  able  to  fay  fo.vvhen 
clofingrhe  fceneofthis  life,  and  have  no  compundions 
of  conference  in  your  laft  moments,    for  having   fo  far 
]=n-omoted  and  encouraged  the  flave  trade, as  to  be  a  pur-    ^ 
chafer  •,  if  this  is  your  fober  thoughtl,  go  onL^uy  more*^ 
dip  largely  in  the  trade,  for  it  is  profitableTan3  blackeo 
thefefair  northern  climaies,as  theWed-lndies  ^vt black..- 
What  1  next  propofe,  Sir,  is,  to  fhow  ih^t  the  flave 
trade  is  inconfiftcnt  with  the  intered  of  the  Province  ; 
andl  doubt  not  but  that    alone  would  be   a   fufficicnt 
reafon  ^^iih  you  to  defiff. 

By  the  importation  of  black  fl^ves^  we   prevent  the 
imnortarion  of  whira   fervanrs ;  and  it    is  well    known 
here  are  thoufrrids  in  Europe,  who   woulJ  gladly 
amon^  us, and  might  be  brought  here  for  a  qiiar- 
ihe  cod  of  a  black  mant^JfTefe  white  pcvple  would 

'  do  all  the  labolr  for  us,  iliat  we  have  any  right  to  re- 
ceive fro.n  others r^l^^fe  thnt  cannot  pay  a  pafliu^e  mud 
doubtlcfs  fell  part  of  their  time  for  it  ;  ?.ftcr  that  is  ex- 

-   pired,  they  can  let  thcmfelv^  as  feryants  at    as  low    % 
rate  g?,a  negro  can   be  maintained,  reckoning  his  cod,. 
The  riffi^of  h'!5  life,  &c,    (J^^rhsp:^  I  may^  in  my   ncxt^ 
'j!ve  voo   an  accc^nnt  of  the  particulars  of    the   annual 
Cod  of  a  Have  jThtfe.  white  people,  when,  they    have 
^ii^^^^    lomc  years  in   the   lowed  capacities,  ,turn  out 

upon 
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Jj^pon  our  wafle  lands,  marry,  and  in  a  few  years'we''Tec'a'' 
^^wn  well  fettled  ;  and   in  lefs  than  fifty  years,  there 
will  be  four^^fold   increafa  li|j^  this  means, our  country 
will  fill  up,  we  become  refpe^lable,  and    fecure   from 
, ^  an  enemy,  aii^  furnifhed  with  every  convenienc)i    of 
SfMifa^^hofit  has  been  plead, that  prohibiting  the  impor-  m 
7^  tation't5f  naves,lwould  cut  off  a  large  branch  of  trade, 
yet  it  mud:  be  remembered  that.upon  the   whole,  it  h 
^unprofitable  one  for  the   community/ becaufe  real 
ffchcs  (if  rum  may  be  called  fo)  arefent  from  this  place  W 
for  an  article  which  we  either  might  have  from  among- ^ 
ourfelvcs,  or  we^ight  import  with  little  or  no    expor- 
tation ;  and  tho^individuals  may  make  a  good  advance 
upon  their  ftock,  yct'tl^e  riches  are   wholly   got  from 
ourfelvcs^a  trade  which  you  Vv'cll  know  Sir,   is  alwayS' 
eTreern^  difadvanrageous  to  a  community.     I   take  it 
to  be  the  policy  of  a^ate  to  confult  mcafures  to  have 
the  greared:  number  oPiaborers,  and  thofe  fointereded' 
in  the  welfare  of  .the  commabityi  as  to  be    always  de- 
firous  and  ready  to  fupport  and  defend  itJBut  how  con- 
t  ary  to  ail  this  is  the  policy  of  fuucring  the  importati-  ^ 
on  of  a  ie^of  people,   which  at  bed   puts  a  gain  into 
the  pockej^s  of  but  a  few  men,  and   indulges  the  vani- 
ty and  h^*\?hty   tempers  of  a  few    more7^dead    of 
l>iii^  a  drrence  and   fuDporr  of   the  cojiwnoif ''^alth, 
^re  often  ''"s  terror^and  fometimes  itsdellrufflion^For  it  ** 
mull  be  confiantly  expedled.that  a  Have  v^ill  improve     ^, 
every  oppon  unity  to  throw  off  his  burthen  J  and  impo-    cr~ 
fItion>sNew-York,6C'moil  of  the  Siouthern  colonies  and^J^ 
WeR-Ifidies,  have  experienced  ^mcthing  of  that,  v^^h.ch    ' 
is  enough  to  make  all  thofe  ^^^itt  a  jud  value  upon    . 
doma-dic  fccurity.to  rrembl(^£r  has  been  objc^lecLthat   -. 
t'leir  numbers  arc  at  prefent  fj  inconfidcrable,cb^  no-  t)^ 
thing  of  ihac  can  be  feared.      I^rant  iLfbr  the  prefent/ 

^  '  .but 
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but  what  fecurlty  have  we  that  this  will  be  the  cafe 
]ong?W^  will  remind  you  of  another  great  evil  to  the 
j  community,  confequent  upon  our  having  black  flave^^^y 
v/.ivhich^oubtlefs^syou  have  obferved^  and  that  is,  the  /»i 
^ /great  inconvenience  our  poorer  fort  of  l^qple  are  put  / 
toby  this  means,  who  would  gladly  fcrve  us  for^  (up- 
port/Sut  then  tliey  mufl  be  upon  a  le^el  with  negro 
flaves ;  tbey  being  born  free,  caijt  think  of  fuch  a 
difgrace  as  they  efteem  it,  and  fo  often  fpend  their 
youth  in  idlenefs,  and  for  want  of  proper  employ  and 
government  then,  become  ever  after  poor  vagr^nts,|gid 
as  to  the  female  part  of  our  poor  youth^  it^*foo  well 
known  what  courfes  they  often  take*,  and  rather  than 
work  in  the  low  employments,  ch^fe  to  trufl  their  fa- 
ces for  a  living^-V\This  i^^ibig  wi^h  evils,  that  1  iliall 
not  pretend  to    enlarge   upon^^^v^^ 

1  fhall  nowconfider,  as  I  promifed  in  the  beginning, 
how  this   trade  affects  private  families  ;    and  evils  that  Cu. 
begin    ihere|feldom    end^ill    the   public   feel  them. 
When   a  flave  is  introduced    into   a  family,   at  once 
commences  an  amazing  diflinctioru^  ^ey  are^dcecj^-  fhi 
jTiong  us  allowed  to  be  of  the  human  fpeci^s  ;  yet  fo 
very  inferior,  as   fcarcely  to   b'*j8ntitled  to  any  of  its 
pri vil edges, VJ^^"iy>    when  I  think  of  it,  I  doSkt  know 
of  oncprivileige   they  have  above  the  brutes ;  for  as 
to  eating,  drinkiag  and  fleeping,  they  are  allowed  theni^  y 
for  the  fame  rcafon  that   the  beads  are,  ro  fupport  life     ' 
and  vigotir,to  do  our  labofcr ;  but  as  to  choke  ox  property, 
\  .it  is  certain   they  can  have  none%|  Notwithflanding,  I 
fay,  they  are  allowedly  us  tab^e  of  onr  fpccies,  yet 
h  very  low,  that  the  firft  klea  which  children  have  of 
^ ilavesiis,  that  they  are  ifdwntiiled  to  the  fame  tender- 
,j;^^iefs,  nor  even  juftice,  that  whites  are.      This  produces 
C*    a|  haughty  and  imperious  condu(5l  towards  them,  and 
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often  cruelty*^  pfs  fplrit  indulged  towards  the  ferva 
of  the  family,   naturally  influences  their  behaviour  to 
all  they  efteem  their  inferiors,  in  any  fort}  and.  ten  to 
on^this  temper  grows   up  with  them,  and  they;  ever 
after  be  defpifed  by  the  wife  and  humane,  and  hat^d 
"^^^"^y  alLA^All  writers  upon  the  education  of  youthy  have  ^ 
held  it  a  facred  point  to  kccp.the  minds  of  children  as  q^ 
fufceptible  as  pofTible,  of  kindncfs  and  compafFion^  for  ^ 
their  fellow-creatures.    I  think  the  great  Mr.Lock^"^ 
would  not  have  them  familiar  to  hurting  any  of  the  ^ 
domeftic  animals,  le^ft  that  heavenly  fpark,  compajjion, 
lliould  be  extinguifhed,  or  prevented  growing  into  that 
flame,  which  is  the  light  and   glory  of  ^he  human  fpe- 
cies. — But  I  fear  your  patience  is  exhaufted,  and  fo 
conclude, 

Siry 
jour  Friend^  and  humbk  ji^rvanty 

A.  B. 


P.  5.  I  here  inclofe   a  few  Lines,    which  I  think 
^'      muOLpleafe  you.     They  are  taken  from  a  Poem 
'^  wr^Sft^y  James  Grainger,  M.  D.  at  St.  ChrtftQ- 
pber\,  one  of  the  Engliih  Weft- India  Wands. 

^^,  ~'\7'£T,  ftlanter,  let  iTumanity   pre^a'l. — 

'*  1.  Perhaps  thy  Nfcro,  in  his  native  land, 
PoiH,-^}  larcre  feTtiie  plains',  and  Haves,  and  herds; 
Perhaps  when^er  he  deignM  to  walk   abroad,  t 

T'K'^  r!cb:?(t  (iT?;,  froin   wh.rethe  Indus  rolls, " 
His  limbs  inverted  in  their  gorgeous  pleats: 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  he  wails  his  Wife,  his  children,  l^fc 

To  ftruggle  with  adverfity  :  perhaps 

Fortune,  in  battlb  for  his  country  fought, 

Gave  him  a  captive  to  his  dead !ie(t  foe  : 

Perhaps  incautious,  in  his  native  Fields, 

(  On  pleafurable  fcenes    his  mind  intent  )     ' 

All  as  he  wandered  ;  frorp  the  neighbouring  grove 

Fell  ambufli  draqg'd  him  to  the  hated  main. — 

^__>^^__^ .->.  '^  -  ■-  -  •■     -  ■  . 

'  ^grS;itfey '^'^'^g^"  fQld  Fdr^crimesy  ye  polifli'd  fl^y  ! 
Ye,  to'whom  learning  opes  her  anTpleft  page  ! 
Ye,  whom  the  knowledge  of  a  living  God 
Should  lead  to  virtue  !  Are  ye  free  from  crimes  ? 
Ah  pity,  then,  thefe  uninRruifteS  fwains  j 
And  ftill  let  mercy  foftea  the  decrees 
'  Of  rigid  jufticc,  with  her  lenient  hand. 

Oh,  did  the  tender  mufe  poflefs  the  power 
Which  Monaj^chs  have,  an 3  Monsrcbs  olt  abufe  : 
'Twould  be  the  fond  ambition  of  her  foul 
To  quell  tyrannic  fway  ;  knock  off  the  chains 
Of  heart-debafing  flavery;  give  to  Man 
Of  every  colour,  and  of  every  clime, 
Freedom,  Vvhich  (lamps  him  image  of  his  God. 
Then  laws,  OpprciTion's  fcourge,  fair  virtue's  prop, 
OiFspring  of  wifdom  !  fnould  impartial  reig^n,        # 
To  knit  the  whole  in  well-accorded  ftrife  : 
Servants,'  not  flavcs  ;   of  choice,  and  not  compelTd  \^ 
The  Blacks  fliould  cukivaLethe  Cane-land  iijes.'*     0. 


M   >^   «   « 
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